
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Tuesday April 28, 2026, 6:00 pm 

Members of Council  Mayor Cathy Miller 
Deputy Mayor Dayne Malloch 
Councillor Dave DeLellis  
Councillor Michelle Taylor   
Councillor Stephanie Briggs-Crawford (Absent) 

Members of Administration: Interim Clerk Mary Masse 
Treasurer Michelle Feltz 
Manager of Community Services Danielle Truax 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Jude Malott 

______________________________________________________________________  

1. Call to Order

Mayor Miller called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Amendments to the Agenda

There were none.

3. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

Mayor Miller declared a conflict of interest with item 5c) of the agenda as she
is the owner of a property zoned for accommodation use.

4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

A. Regular Meeting of Council Minutes –April 14, 2026

Resolution 2026-64
Moved By: Councillor Michelle Taylor
Seconded By: Councillor Dave DeLellis

That Council confirms the minutes of April 14, 2026, Regular Meeting
of Council.

CARRIED 



5. Presentations and Delegations  

A. Consolidation of Conservation Authorities 
Presentation by Tim Byrne, CAO, Essex Region Conservation Authority 

CAO Byrne presented information regarding the following key issues involved 
with the consolidation of Conservation Authorities in Ontario: 

• No evidence to support that consolidation will accelerate housing 
development while still supporting public safety from natural hazards and 
the protection of natural, scientific and recreational lands. 

• Absence of Meaningful Consultation and Consensus 

• Scale of the Proposed Regional Conservation Authorities is Impractical 
and Fails to Respect Science-Based, Watershed-Based Management 

• Loss of Knowledge and Representation 

• Lack of Details on How Local Watershed Councils Will Operate 

• Regional Consolidation Undermines Source Protection Plans and Drinking 
Water Protection 

• Inequitable Funding Model will be Exacerbated 

• The Truth about Transition Costs 

• Impact on Corporate Knowledge – Staff Resources 

• Risks to Continuity and Effectiveness of Watershed Management 
Practices 

Deputy Mayor Malloch indicated there are many instances when ERCA as a 
local conservation authority supported the Township and further noted that a 
small Island like Pelee should not be treated the same as larger municipalities 
in the Province. 

Council directed administration to work with the Conservation Authority to 
prepare and send a letter to the upper levels of government regarding 
concerns with the consolidation of conservation authorities in the Province of 
Ontario. 

B. Broadband Update 
Report 2026-20 BF, Pelee Island Fibre Project Final Report and 
Presentation by Barry Field, Consultant 

Mr. Fields presented the final report regarding the Pelee Fibre Project, which 
highlighted the project budget and final project expenses. 

Councillor DeLellis had questions regarding the $2,297,000 expenses for 
NFTC. 



Mr. Field responded that there was longer than anticipated time spent on the 
Island for the project and some extra material costs included in the total. 

Councillor De Lellis requested information regarding receipt of the 25% 
royalty payment that is included in the agreement as well as the provision of 
free servicing for municipal owned properties. 

The Treasurer indicated that information regarding the royalties from NFTC 
will be forthcoming, and the payment for services to NFTC is for telephone 
only and does not include internet services. 

Councillor DeLellis questioned who is responsible for the repair of lines 
damaged during any municipal road maintenance/construction. 

Mr. Field confirmed that NFTC is 100% responsible for repair and contact 
information is available through the Township for on call service. 

Councillor DeLellis recognized Rob Petruck for his contribution in getting the 
fibre project initiated. 

The Mayor also recognized Councillor DeLellis and Member of Parliament 
EPP for their contributions to the fibre project. 

Resolution 2026-65 
Moved by: Councillor Michelle Taylor 
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Dayne Malloch 

That Council receives the final report as presented by Barry Field 
regarding the Pelee Island Fibre Project. 

CARRIED 

C. Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT) 
Presentation by Gordon Orr, CEO and Jason Toner, Vice President, 
Marketing & Communications, Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island 

Mayor Miller vacated her seat on Council due to a previously declared conflict 
of interest. 

Deputy Mayor Malloch assumed the position as chair of the meeting. 

On behalf of TWEPI, Gordon Orr and Jason Toner presented information 
regarding the Municipal Accommodation Tax to Council. 

The delegation reviewed what MAT is, the regulatory overview of MAT, the 
requirement for a by-law to be passed under the Municipal Act and identified 
the following purpose and benefits of MAT: 

• Foundation and Framework for collaboration and partnership between 
industry and municipalities. 



• Municipal commitment and acknowledgement of tourism and its economic 
impact. 

• Catalysts to tourism strategic and master plans to grow economic output. 

• Strengthen destination brand and awareness among key markets. 

• Funds for marketing, product development, and increasing competitive 
position. 

• Funds for municipality to invest in infrastructure to benefit visitors and 
locals, save tax roll, job creation, and to help solve some problems that 
municipalities face e.g. attainable housing, sustainability. 

In conclusion, the delegation noted that 80% of the municipalities in the 
Province  collect the MAT which is paid directly by the end user and not the 
property  owner. 

Resolution 2026-66 
Moved by: Councillor Dave DeLellis 
Seconded by: Councillor Michelle Taylor 

That Council receive the information presented by TWEPI regarding 
the Municipal Accommodation Tax. 

CARRIED 

The Mayor returned to her position as chair of the meeting. 

6. Matters Subject to Notice 

There were none. 

7. Consent Agenda 

A. Hunting & Fishing Committee  
Minutes of the Hunting & Fishing Committee Meeting held on January 13, 
2026 

B. MTO/OSTC  
Minutes of the MTO/OSTC/Pelee Meeting held on April 15, 2026 

Resolution 2026-67 
Moved By: Councillor Michelle Taylor 
Seconded By: Councillor Dave DeLellis 

That the Council of the Township of Pelee hereby receives Consent 
Agenda items A and B. 

CARRIED 



8. Reports 

Interim Clerk Mary Masse 
A. 2026 Property Standards Committee 

Report 2026-17 MM, Appoint members to the Property Standards 
Committee 

Resolution 2026-68 
Moved By: Councillor Michelle Taylor 

Seconded By: Deputy Mayor Dayne Malloch 

That Council be appointed as the Property Standards Committee for 
the Township of Pelee. 

CARRIED 

B. 2026 Municipal Election  
Report 2026-18 MM, By-law to approve a Vote by Mail method for the 
2026 Municipal Election 

Resolution 2026-69 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor Dayne Malloch 
Seconded By: Councillor Dave DeLellis 

1. That Council receive the report regarding the voting method 
selection for the 2026 Municipal Elections; and 

2. That Council consider By-law 2026-24 to approve the use of Vote 
by Mail for the 2026 Municipal Election scheduled for October 26, 
2026. 

CARRIED 

Treasurer, Michelle Feltz  
C. Report 2026-19 MF, Financial Summary at March 31, 2026  

Resolution 2026-70 
Moved By: Councillor Dave DeLellis 
Seconded By: Councillor Michelle Taylor 

That the report from the Treasurer dated April 22, 2026, regarding the 
Financial Summary at March 31, 2026, be received. 

CARRIED 

9. Correspondence 

A. Windsor-Essex County Health Unit, Food Handler Training and WEC 
Food Premises 



B. Regional Municipality of Waterloo, Community Safety and Well-Being 
Plan 

C. Municipality of Shuniah, Extension of OCIF Envelope 

D. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Stormwater Fees and 
Charges on Farm or Managed Property Classes 

E. Township of Ramara, Declaration of Intimate Partner Violence as an 
Epidemic 

10. Notices of Motion 

There were none. 

11. Recognitions and Announcements 

The Mayor noted the Scudder Marina and the Campground are both open for 
the season and welcomed returning as well as new staff. 

A meet and greet for business owners and the Leamington Chamber of 
Commerce is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. May 6th at the Westview Tavern. 

The newly constructed PIBO Bird Centre will offer tours on May 9th from 
12:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

12. By-laws 

A. By-law 2026-24, Being a By-law to authorize voting by mail for the 2026 
Municipal Election. 

Resolution 2026-71 
Moved By: Councillor Michelle Taylor  
Seconded By: Councillor Dave DeLellis 

That Council hereby adopt By-law 2026-24 Being a By-law to 
authorize the use of voting by mail for the 2026 municipal election. 

CARRIED 

B. By-law 2026-25, A By-Law to confirm the proceedings of the April 28th 
meeting of Council. 

Resolution 2026-72 
Moved By:  Councillor Dave DeLellis  
Seconded By: Deputy Mayor Dayne Malloch 

That the Council of the Township of Pelee hereby adopt By-law 2026-
25 being a By-law to confirm the proceedings of the April 28, 2026, 
Meeting of Council. 

CARRIED 
  



13. Closed Session 

There was none. 

14. Adjournment 

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
MAYOR, Catherine Miller 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
INTERIM CLERK, Mary Masse 


