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Planning Primer Visioning

Project Overview



Planni NQJ How does the Township plan for land within
its boundaries?

Planning Act

Provincial
Planning
Statement

Township of Pelee
Official Plan

Township of Pelee
Zoning By-law

Planning in the Township is affected by other legislation including the Ontario Heritage Act, Conservation
Authorities Act, Endangered Species Act, Fisheries Act, Ontario Water Resources Act and many more.
These Acts aim to protect key resources in the Township



Establishes policies for how land should and will be

Adopted by Council and approved by the Province

Addresses planning matters such as:

What is an Official Plan?

used to meet the needs of your community

Protecting Pelee’s unique natural and cultural
heritage;

Supporting modest/minimal growth;
Supporting and diversifying the local economy;
Balancing development needs with the need to
protect against hazards such as flooding; and
Supporting and protecting agricultural lands.



Why update the Official Plan?

Current Official Plan approved in 2011 and reflects direction from 2005
Provincial Policy Statement.

Recent legislative changes to the Planning Act — e.g., Bill 23, Bill 97, Bill
185, Bill 17 — which change the way municipalities plan for future
development.

New Provincial Planning Statement 2024 and came into effect in
October 2024 and contains new policies to related to servicing,
agriculture and employment

Legislative changes include permissions to support:

« Gentle density in the form of additional residential units in the agricultural area

» Changes to the servicing hierarchy, with preference for communal water and
wastewater services over private or partial systems.

« Changes to hazard management

Project Goal: Create a plan suited for purpose that is consistent with

Provincial Policy, leverages the Township’s unique assets, and reflects
local interests and priorities.

Photo: Township of Pelee



Detailed Workplan and
Consultation Strategy

Notice of Project
Commencement

Invitations to
Indigenous
Communities

Special Meeting of
Council (We are here)

Meetings with
Indigenous
Communities

Jan to Mar 2026

Project Overview

Background Review

Technical Review of
Current Official Plan

Jurisdictional Review of
Best Practices and
Background Information

Background Report

Virtual Council
Presentation of
Background Report

Mar to June 2026

Public and
Stakeholder
Engagement

Update Background
Report

Virtual Focus Groups
with Key Stakeholders
and Members of the
Public

June 2026

Draft Official Plan

Draft Official Plan

Circulate Draft Official
Plan to MMAH

Revise Draft Official
Plan

Public Open House
(In-person)

June to Sept 2026

Finalization

Summary Report

Prepare Final Draft
Official Plan

Statutory Public Meeting

Decision by Council on
Final Official Plan

Decision by MMAH on
Final Official Plan

Oct to Dec 2026



Get Involved!

Phase 1: Project Initiation
* Notice of Project Commencement

 Initial Engagement with Indigenous Communities

« Visioning Session (We are here!)

Phase 3: Public and Stakeholder Engagement

* Focus Group Meetings

Phase 4: Draft Official Plan Revision
* In-Person Public Open House

Phase 5: Finalization and Adoption

« Statutory Public Meeting




Priorities for Review

Legislative & Population Changes Housing Cultural Heritage Hazards
Provincial Policy
Changes
. @
Servicing Transportation & Agriculture Tourism and Natural Heritage
Access Economic

Development



VISIONING

* Develop a shared understanding of the Township
and Council’s and the community’s aspirations

« Communicating why the Official Plan exists and
what the Township aims to achieve.

* Reflecting the community’s values and priorities in
land use planning policies and decision-making
frameworks.



A Vision Establlshes

» What kind of community you want to be. ;
* How do we want people to experience living, worh and V|S|t|ng here?
- What should remain regardless of growth and change

Why Visioning Mattm’s

» Guides all subsequent OP policies \*&__ﬂ\
« Shapes future amendments and appeals
« Must be defensible, clear and aligned with Provincial Pollcy

N
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Existing Vision & Goals

 Highlights protecting the natural s
environment as critical 4 ReﬂeCt

- Aims to increase permanent population S e AR OIS AR o
size What has changed?

Dty

* |dentifies needs for improvements to g What has stayed the same?

infrastructure and economic base

« Goals:

In 2026, what are Council’'s

. : priorities and goals for land
« A sustainable natural environment; and use planning on Pelee?

* A sustainable community;

» A sustainable economy.



What local priorities or current
Issues should be addressed in
this Official Plan Review?

« The Official Plan needs to remains relevant and responsive to'today’s challenges while preparing
for future opportunities.

« Current issues such as infrastructure gaps, population trends, economic pressures, and service
needs directly influence land use, growth strategies, and fiscal planning:

» Considering these issues creates a bridge between the vision and goals, ard actionable policies.
This will ensure that the Official Plan is both forward-looking and grounded.in reality.



What do you want?EeIee to look
like in 20-30 years? . -

 What will be the same?
 \What will be different?

« What are the future community needs in relation to peop’i'.e:‘an'a industry?



Thank you!

We welcome any questions, comments, or discussion at this time.
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